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17th March 2010

Project Week 2010 is almost upon us! Preparations for our stunning Animal Adventure are now finalised and an exciting journey - packed into one short week - awaits your child. Our aim, during this whistle-stop tour, is to promote a wider understanding of the urgent need to protect many endangered species through conservation and also to rehabilitate orphaned animals. 

Monday 28th June: A visit to the unique New Forest Otter, Owl and Wildlife Park. This park, right on our doorstep, has Europe’s largest groups of multi-species otters, owls and a wide variety of animals including pine martens, polecats, Scottish wildcats, wallabies, wild boar and the ever graceful and shy deer.

Tuesday 29th : The highlight of our week – an hour’s ferry crossing from Southampton to the Isle of Wight Zoo – the home of ITV’s famous ‘Tiger Island’. This will be our ‘out of India’ experience with fabulous views of the beautiful and majestic tigers, where we will learn about the sanctuary’s adoption scheme and the survival of this endangered species. The roar of the lions and the low growl from the jaguars will be heard as we amble through this unique sanctuary. The playful lemurs will provide us with light entertainment! We hope to end our day on the IOW with a swim and our special FSM picnic on Sandown beach, which is right opposite the zoo.

Wednesday 30th: An amazing trip to the Bison Centre on Bush Farm near Salisbury to see herds of bison graze, as well as elk and red deer.  We will also watch the antics of chipmunks, prairie dogs and racoons – American wildlife. A special BBQ lunch is planned for us! 

Thursday 1st July: A ferry trip from Poole to the popular and peaceful Brownsea Island on the trail of the elusive Red Squirrel. On our short safari, we will discover what they eat, where they live, why they are so rare and in danger of becoming extinct. Later, on our journey through the nature reserve, we will take cover in ‘hides’ overlooking the lagoon, just like Kate Humble in the TV programme, ‘Animal Park’ and quietly view the various wildfowl on the water!
Friday 2nd: The grand finale – Longleat! This is always a popular attraction with parrot shows, train rides and the challenge of finding our way out of the maze! Acting as the children’s game wardens for the day, we will be driving through the safari park, ‘spotting’ tigers, wolves, rhinos and lions. 

Please be advised that on Tuesday we will need to have the children at school by 8.15am. Although the ferry is booked at 10.00 am, we need to allow for traffic to Southampton and the obligatory half hour arrival at the port prior to departure. It is likely that we will only arrive back at FSM at +/- 6.30 pm.

We are really looking forward to our Animal Adventure and the summer sun!

Yours sincerely,

Deirdre Vaughan-Brown & Jacqueline Parker   


