Dear

Our trip to Iceland is getting closer and we are getting really excited!  The island is considered to be the last great accessible natural wilderness and photographers from all over the world are flocking to it, because of its spectacular beauty.  Geographers too are thrilled by its continually changing tectonic landscapes. 
( Did you see: http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00rkksg/Wonders_of_the_Solar_System_Order_out_of_Chaos/?)

 To see volcanic and glacial activity for ourselves; to feel it, to smell it, to live it will be an absolute bonus for these children. We feel very privileged to be taking 11 lucky young people and we feel that this experience will stay with them for the rest of their lives.

We want to give you as much information about our plans as we can at this point, including the equipment that we will need to take.  As we have organised the trip ourselves (rather than use a tour company) we have been able to squeeze in an extra few days.  We will now be departing on Monday 28 June and returning on Sunday 4 July.
Unfortunately, we do not have access to a minibus on Monday 28th; therefore we will be taking the 7:06am train from Southampton Central to Gatwick airport. We plan to leave FSM at 6:15am and would be very pleased to hear from any parents who would be happy to drive. If so, please let us know ASAP. If you’d prefer to take your child to the train, please let me know and we will arrange to meet. On our return, our 6:45pm plane will be met by FSM chariot and we expect to arrive at school by approximately 10pm. 
Itinerary.

Monday.  Arrive, to be met by a coach and driver to be taken to the Blue Lagoon – a unique geo-thermal swimming area near Reykjavik.  This is the most popular tourist attraction in Iceland, so we’re starting with the wow-factor!  We will then explore the city of Reykjavik and spend the night.

Tuesday.  Whale watching – a three hour photo opportunity. Pick up our minibus and then leave Reykjavik to head for Pingveillir National Park. This is the breath-taking spot where two of the world’s largest tectonic plates move apart - Iceland is being stretched!  !
Wednesday.  This is a full day tour of the Golden Circle, to include the two-tiered Gulfoss waterfall, the Kerio implosion crater and the Great Geyser.  We will spend the night in a rural guesthouse.
Thursday.  We will explore the coast, including the Seljalandsfoss and Skogafoss waterfalls.  We will study the volcanic rock formations at Dyrholaey and Reynisdrangar, and the black sand beach.  We will travel on to the glacier Myrdalsjokull where we will go dog-sledding.  We will spend the night near the town of Vik.

Friday.  We are heading to the picturesque glacial lagoon of Jokulsarlon where we will experience a boat ride amongst the floating icebergs, searching for wildlfe.
Saturday.  We will drive back along the black sands of the south to Vik and visit the Skogar Folk Museum.

Sunday.  It’s almost the end.  Back to Reykjavik to catch our flight home. 
Other details:
As you know, one aspect of this trip involves photography and so we will expect each child to have their own camera.  This does not have to an expensive affair – a ‘point and shoot’ is just fine. (They say the best camera to have is the one you have with you!)  In addition they will need a substantial memory card (2 gb at least) for their camera and batteries (or a charger).  It would be very helpful if they had a card reader or download cord so that pictures can be downloaded each evening.  
So that the children get the most out of their adventure, we will be offering a photography activity on Thursday evenings in the summer term and would encourage our Icelanders to attend.  The children should have a full working knowledge of their cameras, including how to download pictures.  We have planned a late afternoon/early evening landscape photography day on June 15th (with a rain date for June 22nd) with Sue Macpherson of Bryanston School (www.suemacpherson.co.uk)
We intend to put together a professionally bound book containing everybody’s photographs, to include geographical facts.  In order to get the most out of this trip and to kick start the book project we are giving each of our Icelanders a subject to research.  This will form the ‘backbone’ of our book and each Icelander will be responsible for acting as a tour guide for their area of expertise.  Your child will come home over half term, if not before, with guidelines and we would be grateful if you could help them gather together their research.  The following guidelines should be useful:

· Own words – no more than 500 of them!

· arial font size 12

· Microsoft Word 2003

· e-mailed to sfisher@fsmschool.com
· e-mail this by Tuesday 22nd June 2010.
The average temperature for our trip will be about 10°C.  Therefore the children will need appropriate clothing for cool, wet and warm.  It is absolutely essential that the children have proper waterproofs and substantial footwear (hiking boots or shoes, not wellies) – this is an outdoor venture on land and sea.  We will, of course, issue a more comprehensive kit list nearer the time – this is just to whet your appetite.  We ask that everything is packed in one soft bag that your child can carry themselves.  We will be moving around a lot and we have not budgeted for a team of sherpas!
As you already will appreciate, Iceland is a phenomenally expensive country.  We do not want to add to the cost and therefore we will provide tuck.  If children wish to bring their own snacks, they MUST be nut free.  If they want to buy souvenirs in Iceland or snacks in the airports, we would suggest that they bring no more than £50.  We ask that you exchange £45 to Icelandic kroner, with £5 for the airport.  We would rather the children took responsibility for their own money but if this is a problem, please let us know.
Please check now that your child has a valid passport and a valid European Health Insurance card.  These need to be delivered to the Office, for the attention of Mrs Cochand and Mrs Fisher, after half term on Monday 7th June. 
Finally, enclosed you will find a copy of our Form C.  For your child to be able to go to Iceland, it is essential that you fully complete this and return it to the Office, also after half term.  Please mark it for the attention of Mrs Cochand or Mrs Fisher.
Thank you for giving your child this opportunity – it is one of the most extraordinary places in the world.  What lucky children!  We shall be meeting with them regularly to ensure that they get the most out of this trip.  If you have ANY questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Sincerely,

Mrs S Fisher






Mrs J Cochand

